ABSTRACT . The new combination, Piptochaetium depressum (Steudel) C. Peñ a, is proposed for the Poaceae (Stipeae) based on lemma shape and ornamentation that clearly distinguishes Chilean plants. A key is provided to distinguish six species in Chile, with a morphological description and SEM images for the new combination.
and Nassella, the lemma is convolute and encloses the palea. In Piptochaetium, the palea is coriaceous, grooved, 2-keeled, and with the apical mucro projecting from the lemma apex. In contrast, the palea in Jarava and Nassella is hyaline, not grooved, shorter than the lemma, and with two or no nerves.
According to the infrageneric classification, Piptochaetium is divided into two sections (Parodi, 1944) , both with species in Chile. The sections principally differ in the callus shape and awn persistence. The section Piptochaetium is characterized by an obtuse callus and caducous awn, and comprises five species. Piptochaetium sect. Podopogon (Rafinesque) Parodi is characterized by an acute callus and persistent awn, with one species, P. bicolor in Chile.
Toward a better understanding of the morphological variation in the genus Piptochaetium, 362 specimens from the CONC and SGO herbaria were analyzed, including type material. Additionally, material of P. montevidense (Sprengler) Parodi from Argentina (SI: Cialdella 16, Renvoize 4336, Tovar 9322, Múlgura 1498, Burkart 13431, Dusén 2381, Barros 3940) and Brazil (COL: Grazrotin 3624) was analyzed. One specimen from each province was chosen. SEM imaging was used to evaluate the micromorphological characters; one anthoecium from herbarium material for each species was removed. Ellis' terminology was used for the epidermal appendages of the lemma (Ellis, 1979) . A complete description of the new combination is given here; for the remaining species descriptions see Cialdella and Arriaga (1998). An identification key was then constructed.
In the present work, six taxa of Piptochaetium are recognized in Chile: P. angolense Philippi, P. bicolor, P. depressum (Steudel) C. Peña, P. panicoides (Lamarck) E. Desvaux, P. setosum (Trinius) Arechavaleta, and P. stipoides , with 2 or 3 nodes, compressed, glabrous; internodes 4.5-14 cm. Sheaths 3.9-5.8 cm, margin membranous or hyaline; ligules truncate or obtuse, 1-1.8 mm, glabrous; blades narrow and convolute, 4.8-10.5 cm 3 0.4-0.6 mm. Panicles 4-4.7 3 3.9-7 cm, with 25 to 35 spikelets, branches contracted. Spikelets 3-4 3 1.1-1.5 mm; glumes glabrous, central zone violaceous to the base, lower glume 2.5-4.1 mm, 5-nerved; upper glume 2.1-4 mm, 3-nerved; lemmas obovoid, 1.9-2.5 3 1-1.6 mm, contracted below the crown, longitudinally grooved, glabrous, with recurved hooks at the very top and distributed densely and uniformly over the lemma surface, sparser below and almost absent toward the callus; crown 0.4-0.5 mm diam., margins with hooks and prickles; callus obtuse, 0.2-0.3 mm, pubescent, hairs no longer than 1/4 of lemma; awn geniculate or bigeniculate, caducous, 0.8-1.5 cm; palea 1.6-2.2 mm; lodicules 2, 0.5-0.6 mm; stamens 0.5-0.7 mm; ovary 0.4-0.7 mm. Caryopsis 1-1.5 mm.
Distribution. Piptochaetium depressum is distributed in Chile from the Región de Coquimbo to Región de Los Ríos (31u359-40u369S), growing from near sea level to about 1500 m, preferentially concentrated in the coastal zone and central valley, but poorly represented in the Andes.
Relationships. Piptochaetium depressum is characterized by the obovoid lemmas, with hooks distributed over the entire surface, becoming less dense toward the crown, almost absent above the callus (Fig. 1A, B) . Piptochaetium depressum is similar to P. montevidense and can share some features with P. angolense. In fact, the specimens of P. depressum have been previously identified as P. montevidense, but can be easily distinguished from this species because P. montevidense presents the lemma always gibbous, with papillae almost absent under the crown and diminishing above the callus (Fig. 1C, D) . With this nomenclatural change, P. montevidense is absent in Chile. Piptochaetium depressum differs from P. angolense by the distribution and type of hooks on the lemma. In P. angolense these are found in the upper 3/4 of the lemma surface (Fig. 1E, F) , and in P. depressum hooks are distributed over the entire surface from the apex to callus. In addition, these two species share a sympatric geographic distribution. 
